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LEADING M&A AND SECURITIES LAWYER 
JAMES ROBINSON JOINS MOFO IN TOKYO 
Arrival strengthens firm’s preeminent corporate practice in Japan 
 

TOKYO (December 18, 2014) – Morrison & Foerster is pleased to announce that James Robinson will join the 

firm’s Tokyo office as partner in the Corporate Department, effective December 19. Mr. Robinson has broad 

experience advising Japanese companies on cross-border M&A and securities transactions, as well as advising 

international clients on their investments and operations in Japan. 

Mr. Robinson joins MoFo from the Tokyo office of Herbert Smith Freehills, where he led its Tokyo corporate 

and M&A practice areas. Mr. Robinson is English law-qualified and is a registered Gaikokuho-Jimu-Bengoshi 

– a foreign attorney licensed to practice law in Japan. 

Based in Tokyo since 2004, Mr. Robinson has advised many Japanese multinational companies across 

numerous sectors, including technology, life sciences, financial services, manufacturing, media, and 

telecommunications, among others.  

Ken Siegel, managing partner of Morrison & Foerster’s Tokyo office, said, “We are thrilled to add James 

Robinson to our Asia corporate team. In addition to his leading reputation as a deal lawyer, he is adept at 

navigating antirust issues for Japanese companies, including merger control, cartel and cooperation issues. 

James’ experience in the Tokyo market and robust expertise representing Japanese clients in Europe and Asia 

will be an invaluable asset to our clients.” 

“With our historic strength representing U.S. and Japanese companies in Asia, and our growing focus on 

Europe – demonstrated by the recent opening of our Berlin office and our increasing number of English law-

qualified lawyers in Asia – James represents a natural link for further expanding transactional opportunities 

between Asia and Europe,” Eric Piesner, firmwide managing partner for Asia, added. 

Mr. Robinson joins a corporate practice comprised of a deep bench of partners in Asia, including recent partner 

additions Marcia Ellis and Jeremy Hunt in Hong Kong, and  Shirin Tang, Jake Robson, and Adam Summerly in 

Singapore. Over the past decade, Morrison & Foerster’s corporate practice in Tokyo has seen sustained growth, 

expanding from five lawyers to more than 60. MoFo has more than 120 lawyers in its Tokyo office, giving it the 

largest Japanese presence of any international law firm.  

In the last two years, the Tokyo office has handled more than a dozen multibillion-dollar transactions. Recent 

representations include: 

 SoftBank in its $21 billion acquisition of Sprint;  
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 SoftBank, the largest shareholder in Alibaba, in the restructuring of Alibaba’s financial services business 

in preparation for its IPO and later in its initial offering, the largest ever on the New York Stock 

Exchange; 

 SoftBank in Alibaba’s $7.6 billion repurchase of Yahoo!’s shares in Alibaba, which made SoftBank 

Alibaba’s largest shareholder; 

 Hitachi in the $5 billion sale of its HDD business to Western Digital;  

 SoftBank/Sprint in the $4 billion transaction taking Clearwire private; and  

 Elpida in its $2.5 billion sale to Micron. 

“I am very pleased to join Morrison & Foerster. The firm offers an exceptionally strong corporate platform, 

particularly between Asia and Europe. I look forward to collaborating with my new colleagues and contributing 

to the continued success of the firm,” said Mr. Robinson.  

Mr. Robinson received his LL.B. from Downing College, Cambridge University, in 1998. Chambers Asia-Pacific 

and IFLR1000 recommend him as a leading corporate and M&A lawyer in Japan. 

ABOUT MOFO 

We are Morrison & Foerster — a global firm of exceptional credentials. Our clients include some of the largest 
financial institutions, investment banks, and Fortune 100, technology, and life sciences companies. We’ve been 
included on The American Lawyer’s A-List for 11 straight years, and the Financial Times named the firm 
number six on its 2013 list of the 40 most innovative firms in the United States. Chambers USA honored the 
firm as its sole 2014 Corporate/M&A Client Service Award winner and recognized us as both the 2013 
Intellectual Property and Bankruptcy Firm of the Year. Our lawyers are committed to achieving innovative and 
business-minded results for our clients, while preserving the differences that make us stronger. 
 


