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Ten-year tenure ends for Takeshima

Faaez Samadi
Thursday, 27th September 2012

Kazuhiko Takeshima, the longest-ever serving chairman 
of Japan’s Fair Trade Commission (JFTC), retired from 
the post yesterday.

Takeshima took over as head of the commission in Sep-
tember 2002 and has been responsible for several signif-
icant changes in Japanese antitrust law and enforcement 
through amendments to the Antimonopoly Act in 2003, 
2005 and 2009.

These include introducing the authority’s leniency pro-
gramme, increasing the maximum fines available to the 
JFTC from 6 to 10 per cent of turnover and enhancing 
the criminal enforcement policy.

“When I became chairman I wanted to change the im-
age of the JFTC from a silent voice to a watchdog that 
bites and barks,” Takeshima says in an interview with 
GCR. “So I expressed my intention to the JFTC staff to 
increase the deterrent effect and ability of the law, and 
also that we must improve our manpower to ensure the rigorous enforcement of the strengthened 
law. That was my first objective.”

Takeshima’s key enforcement priorities were tackling large cartels and abuse of dominance cases. In 
2010, the commission issued €600 million in cartel fines, the highest of any national competition au-
thority in that year’s Rating Enforcement. The JFTC moved from three-and-a-half stars to four-and-
a-half-stars in Rating Enforcement during Takeshima’s tenure.

Significant recent matters include fining Yazaki Sogyo €93 million in the wire harness cartel, which is 
the highest fine imposed by the JFTC against a single company, and fining four manufacturers of air 
separation gases €137 million.

This year the JFTC cleared the €10 billion merger between Nippon Steel and Sumitomo Metal Indus-
tries after a 10-month review that went to Phase II. The deal created the second-largest steel com-
pany in the world.

Kazuhiko Takeshima
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Takeshima adds: “I have also done my best to cooperate with the heads of other competition authori-
ties, which has been very helpful and instructive for me, particularly at the OECD (Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation & Development) and ICN (International Competition Network). We have 
developed good personal relationships.”

The JFTC hosted the ICN’s 7th annual conference in Kyoto in April 2008.

Kei Amemiya, at Morrison & Foerster/Ito & Mitomi in Tokyo, says Takeshima has been “a great 
leader” who oversaw “tremendous achievements” in Japanese antitrust enforcement.

“During his term, he has been consistent that the JFTC and its practices should change,” says Am-
emiya. “For me personally, it has always been fun to travel around for various international events 
such as the ICN and exchange views with him. Whoever the next chairman is, I hope that successor 
will demonstrate the leadership to keep improving the antitrust law, the JFTC and its practices.”

Takeshima’s successor is yet to be appointed, with the government waiting until the next session of 
the Diet – Japanese parliament – after the last session closed on 8 September. JFTC Commissioner 
Michiyo Hamada has stepped in as acting chairperson until a permanent new head is hired.

“My successor hasn’t been appointed yet, because of the political situation,” says Takeshima. “We 
have ‘Mr X’ in our minds, but it’s not been announced yet. The message I would convey to him is to 
keep the strict stance against cartel activities and keep good relationships with foreign authorities.”

[Editor’s note: Takeshima’s full interview will appear in the next edition of GCR magazine.]

http://www.globalcompetitionreview.com/news/article/32372/ten-year-tenure-ends-takeshima/

